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CONGOLEUM CORPORATION
Passaic River Study Area

Evidence Summary
Submitted by Chemical Land Holdings, Inc.

June 11,1997



Congoleum Corporation
• .:>"' •"• 'Uu - .- -.dsncc ' " . ^^iiv.i-.

CLH has reviewed the Congolfta/n cowespon^mMPtO'EPA regxrdipg its
and has noted $u?t the cor, . spondence, dated J[aii^yft^0 and l?fiiFfijirx.^ 1997, i^^ftsi^--..,,

because, as we ha\4: indicated in iJHJcl$$> it is '̂<;»(|̂ f^
liability of others ,;^%art of its overa!!' strategy v/ii?i i^^^ft-'fe'-OfS'pl^SSfig :^fe Ei^^^n^^.
the Study Area matte-:. . . - . . . y.'.r

;"v.''r ' ':'/;X^; " • ' ; r^lUM.-:- rtfi«>if;.,;!.K-,'
' ' " " " ' ' ' : : ' - '

A. Discharges tc the P^sslc:
\..ti A ••',_•'

iL-r.-o?1; -that^solyent degreasers were
equipV.';ft^j:>5(^i4jth.at; runoff from those mach? .^Q c^^^^f
into flrs&'/jsftfns., ' In addition, Mr.

s'lK^.'i- large pipe th?? discharges? df^^y^Wyuy^ î,'.-
' .

• The Ccng^kju^> facility j^, connected to t*l&-'£?x££
and Martarji^w^^.CSO^ist'qcts. Multiple con>e:^.x)ii
and Corfg^itaip vs^ngiijjg ,irom 1926 to 1950 dc-^itsc^nq^aiea- itijwe
overflow ^pbode?: re^ing to Congoleum's
C . ) " , . . , -

B. Hazardous Substances Were Used On-Site:

-, -,.,,:..,-,,;, • , . : . : - . * v • • -;, (l - - not received a:;v iiH>sfea(%^ ^ v:..,r.
from '̂ jS^^ti%%:^^^pQnsj^e to the R{;gic^\i-^4,^)4«:(!te^rs;iiS:-fes (:-.

jrciSH.provide '̂ ,Eyb |̂̂ ii1jii
substeS^es used k;>tC^'>oieum's manufaci'.tri%"''|i^fef«s^Ev-'.;''.? 'Included
amonr these s»jb-fe:.;;x,s are acetone, o^i8^*,;v --1^4; toluene,

'r ' ; r 'v ;.t!»; •/. "" -^l '-i-*!-'"' •
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trichloroethylene, xylene, and oils (TEPH). (See Attachments B and D.)

C. Hazardous Substances Used On-Site have Impacted River Sediments:

• As part of CLH's performance of the remedial investigation/feasibility
study (RI/FS) for the Six Mile Study Area (Study Area), CLH has taken
and analyzed sediment samples from locations adjacent to the former
Congoleum Nairn facility. Among the hazardous substances found in the
sediments were acetone, benzene, toluene, xylene and TEPH. (See
Analytical Data Summary Tables Passaic River Study Area Remedial
Investigation dated April 1996.)

D. Responsible Corporate Entity

• In Congoleum's February 5, 1997 letter to EPA, Congoleum concedes that
"Predecessors of Congoleum owned and operated a flooring
manufacturing facility in Kearny, New Jersey..."

• Correspondence should be sent to: Congoleum Corporation
3705 Quakerbridge Road
P.O. Box 3127
Mercerville, NJ 08109

DALD2:71888.1
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1971 Congoleum Building #115 Schematic Drawing

• Documents direct discharge pipe emanating from Congoleum Building # 115 to
the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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Affidavit of Daniel Ross

• Establishes products, raw materials, solvent usage, operations and discharge
mechanism to the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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AFFTDA VTT OF DANIEL ROSS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY f
§

COUNTY OF ESSEX §

Daniel Rots, upon his oath deposes and says:

1. I, Daniel Ross, am a former employee of Congoleum Corporation and its predecessor
Congoleunt-Nairn, Incorporated (hereafter "Congoleum") at the linoleum, tile and flooring
products manufacturing facility ("Congoleum facility") formerly located at 195 Bdgrove Drive
In Kearny, Hudson County, New Jersey.

2. I was employed at the Congoleum facility from circa 1936 to 1976. During this time I
lield the position of a Crew Leader and Pipefitter. Throughout my employment, I had the
opportunity to work in a number of areas within the facility.

3. Because of my position as a Crew Leader and Pipefitter, I became very knowledgeable
of certain manufacturing operations, process infrastructure and waste management practices
historically in-place at the Congoleum facility.

4. I recall that a container of a very strong acid was located at the northern end of
Building # 8. I can not recall the name of this strong acid. This container of strong acid had
a fill pipe leading into it and another pipe in the bottom of the container.

5. The spent acid from this container at Building # 8 was not drummed but went into
tome type of drain.

6. Kerosene, Varsol and other similar solvents were utilized in the cleaning of various
machines, such as calendars, banberry mixers, sheeters and scratchers, at the Congoleum
facility. These machines would first be scraped clean and then rinsed down with kerosene,
Varsol or other solvents.

7. It is my first hand knowledge that run-off from machine cleaning operations performed
in an of the processing buildings at the Congoleum facility would flow into floor drains located
JB those processing buildings.

8. Large amounts of asbestos, as weO as pigments and cement were utilized in asphalt tile
production operations carried out in Building # 115.

9. Run-off from process machine f*fft"*"t operations performed in Building # 115 flowed
Into floor dpdns located in that building.

846480011



AFFIDAVIT OF DANIEL ROSS J»AGE2

10. The floor drains located in Building # 115 at the Congoleum facility were routed into
41 large pipe which discharged to the Passaic River.

11. I do not recall if the floor drains in the other processing buildings at the facility also
discharged to the river.

Sworn to before me this ->
day of March, 1997

Daniel Ross Notary Public

State Of New Jersey
Notary Public Commission

Michael W. Boyle
My Commission Expires 10/31/00

Notary ID* 2038395

846480012



846480013



March 11, 1926 Correspondence from Congoleum to PVSC

• Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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April 30, 1928 PVSC Report of Sources of Pollution to the Passaic River

• Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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2£r- J« P.alph Tan Duyne,
Chief Sngineer,
Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission,
Jfewark, 2f«J.

Dear Sir:-
The following is a list, very complete, of sources

of pollution:-*

T07O SST7SH3.

Bloomfield.
Sanitary sewer at Slenwood and Llewelyn Aves frequently

overflows manhole and runs into Second j»iver.
Sanitary sewer in T7at seas ing Park at 3oosevel$ Avenue broken

sewage constantly escaping to Second River.

Storm sewer at ?ranklin Street bridge discharges chemical
industrial wastes to Second Hiver.

Storm sewer at Slenwood Avenue and Llewelyn Avenue discharges
sanitary sewage to Second Siver.

Storm sewer at Parrand Street, discharges acid wastes to
Toney's Brook, tributary to Second P.iver.

Meadowbrook culvert discharges laundry and chemical wastes
_________to Headow 3rook, ttibntary to Second P.iver.
Belleville.
Sanitary sewer east of Belwood Park depot continually discharging

sewage to Second P.iver.

Sanitary sewer from Belwood Park section, north of 2rie P..3.,
continuously discharging sewage to Second P.iver.

-Sanitary sewer, near Copper Hills, appears broken. Continuous
seepage through walllinto Second 3iver*

Storm sewer, foot of Little Street, discharges acid wastes with
heavy red sediment from chemical works.

Storm sewer, foot of Joralemon Street, auspicious discharge at
times*

846480017



Pollutions from indastrial plants. Continued*
eo'ntlnueg

99x10 pollution 10 caused by the town
",0ewers of Xearny being blocked by sand.
02ie pollution la 110tedrender the-name
pt the. firm beoauae^the^ewage ia coning
jbr om *am gatlet ̂ of-thaiy ̂ at at caption '---
jBhamber. ;£his firm went to considerable
expeaee and trouble to put in an inter-*
c epti on oh amber :and: hare "glren.no '= •-..*«.
trouble -until -recently.- .»*Ihla di scharge •-
f aaragf ;ia *aased .by-'the ^blocking of

• t- "~2':r""\̂ .'i'i/'w**'il 3 '"£&t ';̂ r we—*

t:*r.-
Pollutlona -from indostrlal waste only.

. . .. . .
". ' >,r v.jTher.e rare *t -least 6 factorles-'ln Blooofield whlok send

polluting wastes to the rlrera through the ̂ atdrm sewers 'of Blooitfleld.
10 has bean reported before, these pollutions ahonld be referred to
tne;town -.as -It ias ieen .the polloyrto ̂ eonneot .Induatrlal 'westes -to
the .etoro aewera* Son* of these plants are m mile away from the
rirer and it 10 hardly fair to Hot them as polluters under the

. . . - - . - .
fhey jaraVTery^car el eao -about 0pilllng
road «il «round this yard. ' The oil
e soap? s ;down*a -irarfaoe drain to Second-
Hirer. - Ihla has 'been ^alled'to their ̂
attention -aereral times. " - •

City Stables, Bast Orange.

Kiner-JBdgar-Alcohol Co.,
Sewark,

. - .
Jaalganateft -Pye stuff and
Chemical Co*, Hewark*

' . ><

Oonorate industrial Co*,
formerly ?airlawn Sand Co*
Pa'irlawn*,r._-?

Sanlon, Goodman, Co*
291 Eirerside Ire* .
•lew ark.

Batlonal Grain Teast Co.
800 kill St. Bellerille.

Polfwtlen jfrom^aapenaioh-*f Calcium' --
Snl]Utate in Sulphuric 'JLeid not been
abated* Vow in hands of reoeirer but not
operating by recent reports.
Wastes Jiare fteenraegergated and polluting
matter put.down* deep well as temporary
expedient* Samples indicate that trouble
has not been eliminated, but would aippear
to hare-been Tedno-ed. : ..-- .; •
Only Operate dn 'Suorter. . .-fix! 9 year they
are going to -aettle geand' before dlaoharge
to rirer.
In spite of changes made, much ail
esoapesrto" creek in ^ine ^f •*tormr-110o: -r

finely ground ndoa.JiihlB is-ieoanse of
drainage situation in this section.
4 discharge, increasing in amount, has
appeared from thia plant. It consists
of soapy water which has been used f*r
washing brushes.

Polluting discharge from yeast mesh.

846480018



October 24, 1947 PVSC Report on Stream Contaminations During September, 1947

• Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River due to a
partially clogged town sanitary sewer

DAL02:71890.1
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846480020

Fassaio Valley Sewerage Commissioners,Branford Irlaoe,
JJewark fif Mew Jersey*
Oantlement* Stream Contaminations dur̂ y September. 1947*

Departures from normal in the quality of the allowable
licuids vlloh are diaeharged to the streams within the drainage area
under the jurisdiction of the Fassaio Valley Sewerage Commissioners,
occur from time to time* Such variations are eauaed mostly bydisturbances in purification processes which are under precise
control, or through the breaking, clogging, leaking of severs and
pipelines, and the failures or breakdowns of pumps, filters or other
fiflchanioal purification devices*

Moat frequently these stream contaminations are eauaed by
unavoidable accidents, occasionally by carelessness and rarely bywilful intent* They are usually diecovered promptly and the necessary
remedies, repairs or adjustments quickly applied*

Such temporary contaminations of the waters of the atreams
during September, 1»4?( together with the Beans of correction ap-
plied, are described briefly in the following lists*

September S* federal Textile Processing Co., 65-5th A vs., latereon.
Industrial sewer in rear of this plant overflowed
and discharged dye waste into the faasaio River* Our
inspector had them clean out the sewer line and
remove a blockage therefrom* This eliminated theviolation promptly.

September 4* fCongoleua-liairn 3no., 195 Belgrove Drive, Learny*
Our Line Superintendent brought in a sample of oil
which he had obtained from the a'earny sanitary sewer
near Bergen Avenue* The oil proved to be good freah
fuel oi*. River inspector traced the source of the
fuel oil to the engine room of the Consoleum-Xeirn
plant where it was found that a valve had been left
open and sonsiderable amounts of fuel oil had
drained to the sanitary sewer* Closing of the valve
•topped the lose of fuel oil to the sanitary sewer.
In connection with this sutler our inspector further
found that * snail amount of the fuel oil had reach-
ed the Paaaaio Kiver through a storaaewer sy
intermittent overflow from the partlyflogged iearny
9anit~ry eewer* The inspector notified the fcearny
sewer department to clean out the tanitarr sewer in
in order to prevent further overflows*

£.pt«b.r a. ffi^%flUSG*g*l£fa£Lflilnr fto. to.
pumping station* Our inspector found'that one



January 26, 1950 PVSC Report on Stream Contaminations During November and
December 1949

• Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River due to an
overloaded sewer chamber

DAL02:71890.1
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RE-TYPED FROM ATTACHED ORIGINAL -

January 26, 1950

The Passaic Valley Sewerage Commissioners,
26 Branford Place
Newark 2, New Jersey

Gentlemen:- Stream Contaminations during November, and December. 1949.

Departures from normal in the quality of the liquids discharged
to the streams which are under the jurisdiction of the Passaic Valley
Sewerage Commissioners, and other features of potential temporary
contaminations of the streams, together with the means and correction
applied, are described briefly in the following list:-

November 9, CQNGQLEUM-NAIRN. INC.. KEARNY

Sanitary sewer overflows to Passaic River caused by
overloaded sewer chamber. This condition will continue
until some changes are made so that the waste coming
from the plants 24" line can enter a line large enough.
The present line connecting the chamber to the Kearay
sanitary sewer is only 9".

846480023
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May 2, 1945 Handwritten Notes Obtained From Keamy Fire Department

• Documents hazardous substances utilized at Congoleum including
trichloroethylene, solvents and coke/tar

DAL02:71890.1
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S^L_**f*' &-jr s**s+s.
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April 24,1956 Handwritten Notes and April 27,1945 Letter to Congoleum from the Kearny
Fire Department

• Documents poor housekeeping practices at Congoleum Building 115 including
dumping of oil in weeds adjacent to River and storage of kerosene-saturated
flannel outside of Building 31

DAL02:71890.1
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•*«»•"

846480030



00003J
MKAOOUAMTKMO
MAMMY AVBMUB

TOWN OF KEARNY
NEW JERSEY

WILLIAM O. WANDMAa THOMA* •. BtKOCN
CHAIIIMAN Cm* COMMITTIB

4$|»rl

Mr. lajr«ond Calico,
Plant Pononaol Vana^or

Bolrroro Driro.,
Koarny( S.J.

Dear S;rj«

Froa a do tail intpeetion nonduetod ^y thia dt par taunt
on April 1 th to April 25th, vo dosiro to call your attention to
condition* which eonatitutos a Firo Kaaard with raeoaoBadatioa
for correction.

Buildin* O'- Oaaaral Office.
P«:nore the toabustible material froa the 3rd floor and at the
hot to a of the north atairway Fire Brit* Cicarteo Bntta were found
alonr side of this corntnutibla aaterial.

3uildin« f 115- Tile
fouaeiceepiaK condition* v«ry poor on aouth tnd.f Oil bain* 4uaped
In the w««da next to the bulldinr on the River side.
Caspar sentrol for fixed 00*2 ajatea inaide dvet ajratea abore
the edxin* machine found diaeonaacted.

9uildinf /23- Sealer Vizier.
Houaakeepinf Terjr poor on north aide.

3aild1n(t
All elerator shaftways ahould he properly identified with
and where there are al«rn», they are in need of repaitiaf .

3uildin* til
flemoTo all the soabustitla sate.-i«l from the area where the
flannel eatu ratal with JEeroaone ^Hl is stored on the out aide
of the building. *-—.——.-. .

fl
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rme
(O* KKAMMT AVCNUI

of
THE TOWN OF KEARNY

NEW JERSEY
WIUJAM O. WANDMAa "*•> •CMIBP __

THOMAS B. BCftGCN
f 2 CNAW^AH rm« e5XS?«.

W» shall «)»Prsci»t« jrour e»-»p»tmtio« by y»ur
with Tin D»]MrtMot r»quir»a«Bt« as ••«eifi«4.

If you dttltv t« eeuunleat* «r dlseuas thit aattar furtbtr,
you atj «ro^«e bgr eoaroltlnn tb« Sa*«rlBto«jl«jit *f tb« fit*
PrvTcatloa Borsatt, 109 Etarn/ !«•«, Caamĵ  V.J.

trulj youra,

ant
3ur»au.

846480032



May 31, 1972 PVSC Waste Effluent Survey for Congoleum

• Provides products, operations and utilization of hazardous substances including
plasticizers, pigments and oils

DAL02:71890.1
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VAÎ TY S«;W*MAa« COMJUUtO*
t«0 »ro^ StrMt .

Mcwark. »./. WUt

000036
".'•; '. • j" »;. •,-.:...!.•-.'-'- .-« -

V; ••

PJont R«f. No. ../

WASTE EFFLUENT SURVEY : ~
(For Industrtat 5«rv«d by fht Pauaic Valley S«w*rag« Commitsiontrs)

Plant Name:

Address: ..JJT..

1KOU$TEIES. INC., KEflKHT PLAKT

Person and Tide to whom any further inquiries should be directed:

Zip- 07022

Phone No.:

Number of Employees:

Number of Working Days Per Week: ~JR

Number of Shifts Per Day:

Area of Property: .——21*1 Acres, or

Type of Industry and 4 digit U. S. Standard Industrial Classification No.:

Sq. Ft.

Finished Product (s):

Average Production:.

TUa. . Adh«ttvt»

i Raw Materials Used:

Brief Description of Operations:
"•f'Jav * rial

. yi*iticlt«r».'ltabtllgi

~*

Good*.

846480034



Water received in Gallons (Note.: multiply cu. ft. x 7.48)

. .'.Purchased water in 1971 from: ..Town.,of.,Kegruy».JHev,..ljexjM»
• •' ' 1st Quarter ——25.4^1.OOP ______

2nd Quarter,,.., ..?*,• *»•». :•'. ...

'3rd Quarter .«•"*•«»'
4th ..â ,. • 35.690.000

Total Purchased 1971:

Well Water '. '
1st Q"*rr*T.ri.J.,.^lu.-.-J.1'.._.JJ.,-u.rMr.TJ.

• •

. . -2nd Quarter-.———.———,————

' 3rd Quarter ,- •, ,,—- - .- -. -
• •

• ' 4th Quarter——————;—-
' Total well water received in 1971:

••River Water ' . .
1 . . *

' 1st Quarter'-'--- *.50o;oop;'_.,.;.;it;r.
: '.

2nd "«r»^f-. *'.SOOt6oo

.', . 3rd Quarter __*JL52SA£2°.
*{•..

•• "• 4th Quarter ' *»300rOOO
' Total river water taken in in 1971: •..•,ll!y0.9,Q,?.9.9.9.

TOTAL OF ALL WATER RECEIVED IN 1971:

Water Use»19713 . ^ , . : . . ' . . . .
'* - . ' • • Coolint Tower evaporate* City water

Water to Product (indude evaporated and lost water): .?.9.»?,P,9.i00.?, *iU*J<r..Kig«........ .^ .
•» ; "*?-.>t—. \ • - ~. «.. ' • ' • * . • • • .»

• Water to Sanitary Sewerr , 3^1.̂ 00)
. * Water to Storm Sewer, River or Dltchr

TOTAL WATER USE IN 1971: —USw^B^Qao.• •

Name of RJvoy Stream, or Tributarr; and location of storm sewer Of ditch outkt to rivcaj atreanjl,• .^ ^ • .
or

846480035



ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ONLY IF THE
PLANT WASTE INCLUDES WASTE ATTRIBUTABLE TO INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS

(Notes Analysts should b« bas»d on a 24-hour composite sample)

Characteristics of Plant Waste discharged to sanitary or combined sewer, after treatment
if any. Indicate units of measure where applicable (e.g. Mg/1).
») pH: ———————————————————— b) -Turbidity: - ______\_____„

c) Temperature: ——-——————————— d) Radioactive? Ves————— No.
e) Solids Concentration:

1) Total Solids——————:————— Volatile ________ Mineral ___
2) Suspended Solids ————————— Volatile ———————— Mineral ___

f) Oil and Grease Concentration:
1) Floatable Oils —————————————————________________
2) Emulsified Oils ____________',___________' _______

g) Chlorides .———————.——————-——————————»—~-~~——«««——.———
h) Chemical Oxygen Demand (C.O.D.) • ————————————————————————
i) 5-day Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (B.O.D.): «—————-•••- - - .-..-.,,..-.-.-.J..1.JJ.........

j) Total organic carbon (T.O.C.): ——————;————————————————————
k) Metallic Ions—Name and concentration (Important—list each metal in waste, e.g., chromium

hex. and triv. Antimony, Lead, Mercury, Copper, Vanadium, Nickel; give concentration and
total daily discharge of each metal.)

1) Toxic Material—Name and concentration e.g., cyanide salts, etc.):

in) Solvents—Numc and concentration:

n) Resins—Name and concentration (Lacquers, Varnishes, Synthetics):

o) Date and time span of sample . .. ..—„————~~—,.,,..,,„., ——.-.—————H———
ICxplaiu IMMIIH, method of clucc-hartfc cif w:i*tc: to Kiinitary Scwcr and peak rate of flow, c.ff.,

(coiuiuumg for 8 houn per day, 5 days per week at 100 eal./day rate) (batch twice a day for 20
tninutM at 100 gal»/mui») (Continuous 24 hours steady or with peaks at 2 P.M.. peak rate
=1 M:cJ:i>:

846480036



Characteristics of Plant Discharge to -Storm Sewer, River,* or Ditch, after treatment if any.
Indicate units of measure where, applicable. (e.g.» Mg/1). • . . _ . . • • • . / .
m) pH: ..«-• ——— ; — ;_ —— ;—— . . b) Turbidity t. ——— >•--•-• ________
c) Temperature: Jtefj-flftSJL, ———— ̂  — d). Radioactive? Ye? —— , —— ̂  NoJS

». . *« 1 «• • • » • • *• * • * * M» *•* • !»• . • • ^ V* Ji— ̂  «. • •* » . .•- • * • • * > .' r*» - •* .» r* •» • . . . • ,-

e) Solids Concentration: ••''••£ r '<r '-• ••••••>" •' •-•"• '• ' - • - ^
22 ^.1 • 26 "r

2) Suspended Solids 3. PPB . y ,' .'. Volatile—esu_____ Mineral -^=u
f) Oil and Grease Concentration: .. .

1) Floatable Oils .
A% «• t •« j r\-r I !••• than 1 ppa2) Emulsified Ofls—)————...———:---

g) Chlorides....... &6~ppa>-
h) Chemical Oxygen Demand (C.OJX):
i) 5-day Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (B.OJD.):
j) Total Organic Carbon (T.O.C.): ——8-£pm—
k) Metallic Ions—Name and concentradon (Important—list each metal in waste, e.g.» chromium

hex. and triv. Antimony, Lead, Mercury, Copper, Vanadium,. Nickel,'give concentration and'
total daily discharge of each metaL): .* * * * t » • » , . * - . * . . « *

1) ToxicMa{eria^Nameandcbncentradoa(e.g^.cyanide salts,'et<;,).;-'.,.,..,,..!. .'

m) Solvents—Name and concentration;
Nona

n) Resins — Name and concentration (Lacquers, Varnishes, Synthetics) :

o) Date and time span of sample: , 1/23/72 ^» Thr««'paapUiS''ceape»tt»d into

Do you pretreat any waste before discharge? ~_J& — •-•• - •-• - - - - - - - - - .- - •-- .-• -
If so, describe process and disposal of.residue removed:,,

Certification of Laboratory doing sampling and making analyses shall be given. Procedure*
ahall be those shown in the 13th edition of Standard Methods for the Kxamfnannn of Water and*
Wastcwater, where applicable. If no procedure is applicable, the laboratory is to describe method
and procedure used an analyses. _.

Aaalyiiii and •ampllng throtifn * S) I
Bat* Envlreacatal Engiaaar* Inc. T£r4.<?a<^tfj%Xr^-70-^*t>g ><*^a?ic ,1 T i
•S!!!̂ 1*0""*4*** IWS<> ^luti-reand title ifperson preparing report I
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